At Home and Abroad

It happened last night at Lady Esther Smith's [Halifax wrote to
Mrs. Sutton]. Before it happened she [Lady Dorothy] and Edward
were talking together, and she said, amongst other things, that she
had been to a fortune-teller with some others, and she was sorry
she had, as it had given her a shock. After the event, Edward hav-
ing said he did not approve of fortune-tellers, asked her what the
shock was. She said the fortune-teller had seen his name in her
hand. There's for you! What do you say to that? Edward is, I be-
lieve, going to bring the young lady to see us to-day. Everyone
says she is delightful.26

The marriage took place at the end of September.
The year 1910 was overshadowed by the death of King Ed-
ward.

It must be getting on for sixty years [Halifax told the English
Church Union at its Anniversary Meeting in June 1910] since, as a
boy, I had first the honour of the King's acquaintance. I can recall
now playing with him in the gardens of Buckingham Palace; I
remember the rides I had with him at Windsor when I was at
Eton, and, counting up the years that are past, I see that it is just
fifty-three years ago since I went with him to the English Lakes,
and later in the same year spent some time with him in Germany.
And ever since those days, now so far away, I have nothing but an
unbroken record of his unvarying kindness to recall.26

Directly Halifax heard the news of the King's death, he went
to London.

I saw Francis Knollys for a moment in St. James's Park (he
wrote to his son] and asked him if I could see the King. The result
was I got a message from the Palace in the afternoon to say I could
come. I was taken up to his room, He was not the least altered and
had that look on his face which death so often brings. He was ly-
ing in a little bed screened off from the rest of the room, just under
the picture of Prince Eddie and his Mother. He looked just as one
would have wished, After I had been there a little while and tad
left the room the Queen sent for me and took me once again into